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Carsales partners with fuel retailer (AU) 
Member benefits extend to fuel vouchers as Carsales links with Shell retailer Viva. 
 
Major new logistics hub launched in Perth (WA) 
 
EU fines car safety equipment makers 368 million euros for cartel (EU) 
The European Commission has fined car safety equipment makers Autoliv and TRW 368.3 million euros for 
setting up a cartel to supply car seat belts, airbags and steering wheels to European car producers. 
 
Investors encouraged to enter scrap vehicle sector (China) 
Private and foreign investors are being encouraged to enter the scrap motor vehicle business to fuel 
competition in China's huge market, according to officials at the Ministry of Commerce. 
 
UK authorities approve eBay acquisition of Motors.co.uk (UK) 
Online selling giant eBay has completed its acquisition of Motors.co.uk, the UK-based used car sales site. 
 
First TIR transport from Europe to China arrives in only 12 days (INT) 
 
Wash. OIC conducts shaky consumer study to examine auto insurer steering (US) 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
Data sharing code of conduct consultation ‘concerning and disappointing’ (AU see p.5) 
The Australian Automotive Aftermarket Association and the Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce 
are bewildered by the federal government’s consultation paper into the mandatory data sharing code of 
conduct. VACC chief executive Geoff Gwilym says it’s a sign of a government not listening to small 
business. “This is very frustrating, we’ve all spent tens of thousands of man hours, late nights, early starts, 
weekends away from family, just working on this issue with successive governments on both sides,” he says.  
“That we’re still discussing it, another consultation paper, it’s absolutely ridiculous – we’ve basically given 
them a very good draft code, but what they’ve come out with is a very different one,” Gwilym reveals.  
“Along with other state-based Motor Trades Associations, we have all given the government more than 
enough information to design a code at our own great expense, even bringing US experts to consult face-to-
face, but it seems to have all been ignored,” Gwilym explains. 
 
Financial Conduct Authority plans action after report finds “unclear and excessive motor finance 
costs” in UK industry (UK) 
 
PRODUCT RECALLS 
 
Subaru (Aust) Pty Limited — Subaru Outback Diesel MY2018 Vehicles  (AU) 
 
Subaru (Aust) Pty Limited — Subaru Impreza MY2009-2016, XV MY2012-2015, WRX MY2009-2014, 
WRX STI MY2011-2014 and Forester MY2013-2015 Vehicles (AU) 
 
Audi Australia Pty Ltd — Audi A5 (F5) MY2018 (AU) 
 
Hyundai Kia recall 534,000 vehicles in the US for fire risk, Australia unaffected (INT) 
 
ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
 
House price slide puts new vehicle sales into reverse (AU) 
 
RBA cash rate remains unchanged at 1.50 per cent. (AU) 
 
NSW, TREASURY: State Pre-Election Budget Update released  (NSW) 
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GDP - Australia ABS release today (AU) 
Australia's gross domestic product (GDP) grew by 0.2% in the December quarter 2018, following a 0.3% rise 
in the September quarter. The Australian economy grew 2.3% through the year. 
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REPORTS | STATISTICS 
 
VFACTS: 2019 downturn continues with slow February (AU) 

 
Infrastructure Victoria has published the report of its community panel on how Victorians pay for the 
transport network. (VIC) 
 
Twice as many UK car dealers see Brexit as a ‘threat’, says Close Brothers (UK) 
 
SMALL BUSINESS 
 
ATO – latest small business benchmarks released (AU) 
The benchmarks show ranges of business income to expenses that businesses can use to compare their 
performance against similar businesses in their industry. 
Automotive electrical services 
Fuel retailing 
Motor vehicle parts and batteries retailing 
Motor vehicle – new and used 
Panel beating and smash repairs 
Road freight transport services 
Towing services 
Tyre retailing 
 
FCA launches franchisee committee (AU) 
The Franchise Council of Australia is taking steps to include franchisees in its organisation and is to set up a 
Franchisee Policy Advisory Committee. 
 
Volkswagen showcasing micromobility offerings in Geneva with Streetmate and Cityskater electric 
scooters (EUR) 
 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
Robot 3D prints replacement bracket onto automotive part (VIC) 
In a world first, Swinburne’s Repairbot project has achieved a major milestone, using a robot to successfully 
3D print a replacement lug on an automotive headlamp assembly. 
 
FedEx unveils autonomous delivery robot (INT) 
 
Honda confirms all European models will be electrified by 2025  (INT) 
 
INSIGHTS | VIEWS 
 
Kia says global demand for EVs could mean Australia misses out (AU) 
 
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
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